
Re-opening of Ingomar Child Enrichment Center 

  

Dear Families of ICEC, 

Many of you have called or emailed to ask about how and if we will re-open this fall. Under the green or 
yellow phase, we are planning on re-opening on our regular schedule with health and safety processes in 
place. This is a brief synopsis of what our re-opening will look like. We are currently in the process of creating 
a COVID-19 Health and Safety Plan: A Parent Handbook which will give more details about the process and 
protocols which will be put in place before and during your child’s school day. 

First of all, as always, the health and safety of our families, children and staff is our first priority. The first step 
in keeping our children and staff safe is to prevent the spread of infection from Covid-19. This is the lens 
through which we are looking: how do we prevent infection and spread? What measures must be put in place 
in order to achieve this goal and to remain safely open during the pandemic? We have been carefully 
researching processes that will allow us to do this. We refer to the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Center 
for Disease Control and Office of Children Development and Learning for guidelines and regulations. 

These are some of our processes for re-opening: 

Drop Off and Pick-Up 

We will have parent drop off and pick up at four different entrances. For preschool, the drop off procedure 
will be similar to our “carpool” car line pick up which we have traditionally started in October. For CDC 
families, you will be assigned either the CDC entrance door or the “Portico” entrance. Instructions will be 
issued as well as car numbers assigned before the school year begins. We will check temperatures of the 
children before they get out of the car. We will not allow children to come to school with a fever of 100.4 or 
over. Children must be fever free without medication for 24 hours before they are allowed to come back to 
school. Children will be walked to their classroom by an administrator or another teacher. Parents will not be 
permitted to enter the building. We are limiting the number of people in the building to protect the children 
and ICEC staff.  

Limiting Groups and Large Gatherings 

Your child will be in his classroom group or “family group” for the duration of the day. Classes will not be 
combined on the playground, outside spaces, in the “bike room” or in any area for a special class such as 
Movement or Preschool Praise. We will still have outside play and special classes, but they will only be for one 
class at a time. Only one class will walk through the hallways at a time.  

Face Coverings 

All staff are required to wear a mask or a shield while at school. (except for when they are eating). Children 
two and over are required to wear face coverings except when they are eating or napping or playing outside in 
their “family group”. For some parents and children, this may seem impossible. It certainly did in March or 
even May. However, children are now accustomed to seeing adults in masks or wearing them if they want to 
go to the grocery store or to Target. You can find masks or someone who sews masks with favorite characters 
such as Paw Patrol or Princesses or Superheroes. Your attitude and encouragement will help your child make 
the transition. This is new for all of us, but we are optimistic that this pandemic will not be forever, that 
wearing masks and taking precautions will allow us to reopen and remain open and that with this practice, our 
children will have the opportunity to learn and play together in a safe and healthy environment. 

 

 



Cleaning and Sanitizing 

 We have increased our already rigorous procedures of cleaning and sanitizing and have developed protocols 
for cleaning toys and shared equipment. Our classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized every night by our 
cleaning company. Additionally, we have developed a three step cleaning and sanitizing process for toys at the 
end of the day. Tables, chairs, and large equipment will be sprayed and sanitized after use as well as railings, 
door knobs, light switches and sink faucets.  We have ordered two Victory Sanitizing Spray wands to clean 
common spaces and deep clean our classrooms. We will have open windows in the classroom to provide 
ventilation and air movement. As always, we will wash hands frequently throughout the day. Additionally, we 
have installed hand-sanitizing stations in the hallways and each classroom will have hand sanitizers. 

 

Individual supply boxes and work areas 

We have ordered individual pencil boxes with crayons, markers, scissors, and glue sticks for each child in 
preschool and child care. Additionally, each child will have an individual work mat for art, clay, manipulatives 
and class “work”.  This will help to define a space for work and play, and as such help to create social distance. 
There will however, be times when children work together and play together, and will not be six or three feet 
apart. We feel the importance of early childhood education is to learn how to interact with one another, to 
share and to cooperate and collaborate. We are trying to balance safe spacing and peer interaction, which is 
so critical for learning at this age, in a way that we can achieve both. We recognize the dissonance in this 
statement but feel we must strive to promote healthy practices without losing the connection and interaction 
with each other that allows for social and emotional development. 

Lunches and Snacks 

For our childcare or extended day preschool students who eat lunch at school, we have ordered individual 
lunch trays, which will help to define space and keep food from touching food of a friend. Snacks for preschool 
will need to be individual bags that are commercially prepared. For example, individual bags of pretzels, 
cheese crackers, cheese sticks, teddy grahams, fruit snacks, bananas or “halo” tangelos. If your child has a 
food allergy, we suggest you bring in alternative snacks for your child to be kept at school. (We are a nut free 
environment.) 

 

Limiting Items from Home 

Our desire is to limit the spread of germs from home to school and school to home. We are therefore limiting 
items coming into the building. Children will not be bringing backpacks from home. If a child eats lunch at 
school, parents will need to pack their child’s lunch in a disposable bag. This protocol also applies to bottles for 
infants and toddlers. Diapers, wipes, blankets for naps (over age 1), “lovies” will need to be brought to school 
during our Get Acquainted Night (see below) so they are already at school. Each child in preschool and 
childcare will have a cubby bin with their name on it that will hold their things. Sleeping items from home as 
well as cot or crib sheets will be washed weekly and placed in each child’s bin or bag at school. For all ages of 
children, we recommend that you bring in an extra set of clothing to stay at school in case of accidents. Every 
class, based on the age of your child, will be different as to what is required to bring in to school, but we 
generally want to limit items that come in to school as best we can. 

Get Acquainted Day, Get Acquainted Night 

Every year, we hold a special evening for our CDC families to come and meet the teachers and visit the 
classroom. Similarly, we have a special day set aside for preschool parent and child to visit their classroom, 
meet their teachers and learn about specifics about your child’s experience in their new classroom. There is 



much value in this event.  It allows your child to meet his or her teachers, to see his new room and meet a few 
friends all within the safety and view of a parent. Parents have a sense of what their child’s day will look like 
and get a glimpse of the teachers’ interactions with their child. We understand the importance of this to 
children and parents and we feel it is even more vital to the connection between home and school since 
parents will not be allowed in the building during our school year. Our choice is to continue this event but to 
do so safely. We will limit family groups to one child and one parent. Families will be required to sign up and 
register for a time slot. There will be a very limited number of family groups for each time slot. Our meeting 
time will be brief, but children and parents will be able to visit together and see what exciting opportunities 
for learning and play are in store for them. This will be the time that extra clothing, diapers or pull ups, wipes, 
Epi-Pens, blankets etc will be brought to school to be stored safely for your child’s use. 

Communication  

We have always recognized the importance of parent-teacher communication. Teachers send emails, 
newsletters and calendars and other important reminders and memos about upcoming events. We 
understand how much greater the need is to give you a glimpse of your child’s day in the classroom as we 
move into this new reality. Our school has purchased a subscription to Bloomz, which will be our schoolwide 
communication platform. With this tool, teachers can send photos and documentation on what your child’s 
day or week looks like. It can be used to send messages and reminders as well. Our subscription also allows for 
virtual teaching should that become a reality once again. We are learning more about it now and will be able 
to send you more information as we continue preparations for re-opening.  

We will continue to send updates and specifics as they are developed. Thank-you for your patience. We are 
excited to re-open and begin a new school year with you. We are doing all we can to provide quality care and 
teaching in a safe and healthy environment. We will remain true to our mission as we do this. We ask that you 
partner with us in this goal as we make accommodations both at school and home to remain safe and healthy.  

 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Robin Macon, Director 

“Our mission is to build community among young children and their families and to foster relationships within 
these groups; to create environments where children learn through play and experience God’s amazing love.” 

 


